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240 students getfinancialhelp

TWO hundred and forty two students recently
received financial assistance with the Higher
Education Starter Kit (HESK) programme, joint-
ly sponsored by British American Tobacco Ma-
laysia Foundation (BATM FDurldation) and the
National Tobacco Board (NTB).

The HESK will provide a helping hand to to-
bacco farmers and curers whase crops were
recently devastated by flash floods as their
children take their first step into tertiary edu-
cation. : 5

Initiated in 2002, HESK is available for stu-

dents of the tobacco growing community

who have been accepted into colleges and
universities. Students pursuing degree courses
received RM700, while students pursuing di-

‘ploma courses received RM500.

"We want to ensure that these students are
able to start their varsity.life with the confi-
dence of having enpmjh money for prelimi-
nary costs such as books, clothing and trans-
portation, " said d Ramli Thamby Hashim, head of
Leaf, BAT Malaysia.

Ramli (centre) presenting a recipient with an HESK Award at the National Tobacco Board (NTB)
marketing office in Pasir Puteh, Kelantan. Looking on is NTB deputy director-general Baruddin Ismail
{right)

The BATM Foundation and NTB have award-
ed RM928,000 to 1,942 recipients since its in-
caption. The programme was developed by
BATM Foundation to support children of to-

bacco farmers and curers pursuing higher edu-
cation. The NTB joined in as an equal partner in
2003, making HESK an annual joint effort since
then. .



